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AN INTRODUCTORY WORD TO THE ANARCHIVE

 
Anarchy is Order!

  
I must Create a System or be enslav d by  

another Man s. 
I will not Reason & Compare: my business  

is to Create

 
(William Blake)  

During the 19th century, anarchism has develloped as a result 
of a social current which aims for freedom and happiness. A 
number of factors since World War I have made this 
movement, and its ideas, dissapear little by little under the 
dust of history. 
After the classical anarchism 

 

of which the Spanish 
Revolution was one of the last representatives a new kind 
of resistance was founded in the sixties which claimed to be 
based (at least partly) on this anarchism. However this 
resistance is often limited to a few (and even then partly 
misunderstood) slogans such as Anarchy is order , Property 
is theft ,...  

Information about anarchism is often hard to come by, 
monopolised and intellectual; and therefore visibly 
disapearing. The anarchive or anarchist archive Anarchy is 
Order ( in short A.O) is an attempt to make the principles, 
propositions and discussions of this tradition available 
again for anyone it concerns. We believe that these texts are 
part of our own heritage. They don t belong to publishers, 
institutes or specialists.  

These texts thus have to be available for all anarchists an 
other people interested. That is one of the conditions to give 
anarchism a new impulse, to let the new anarchism outgrow 
the slogans. This is what makes this project relevant for us: 
we must find our roots to be able to renew ourselves. We 
have to learn from the mistakes of our socialist past. History 
has shown that a large number of the anarchist ideas remain 
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standing, even during  the most recent social-economic 
developments.  

Anarchy Is Order does not make profits, everything is 
spread at the price of printing- and papercosts. This of 
course creates some limitations for these archives.   
Everyone is invited to spread along the information we 
give . This can be done by copying our leaflets, printing 
texts from the CD (collecting all available texts at a given 
moment) that is available or copying it, e-mailing the texts 
to friends and new ones to us,... Become your own 
anarchive!!!  
(Be aware though of copyright restrictions. We also want to 
make sure that the anarchist or non-commercial printers, 
publishers and autors are not being harmed. Our priority on 
the other hand remains to spread the ideas, not the ownership 
of them.)  

The anarchive offers these texts hoping that values like 
freedom, solidarity and direct action get a new meaning 
and will be lived again; so that the struggle continues against 
the   

...demons of flesh and blood, that sway scepters down here; 
and the dirty microbes that send us dark diseases and wish to 

squash us like horseflies; 
and the will- o-the-wisp of the saddest ignorance.

 

(L-P. Boon) 
The rest depends as much on you as it depends on us. Don t 
mourn, Organise!  

Comments, questions, criticism, cooperation can be sent 
toA.O@advalvas.be. 
A complete list and updates are available on this address, new 
texts are always  

WELCOME!!
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THE REVOLUTION IS NOT A PARTY 
AFFAIR 

  
OTTO RÜHLE    

This article was written in May 1920 and was first 
published in the German paper Die Aktion. This 
translation first appeared in the London Workers Group 
bulletin ( no. 14 October 1983 ). A different english 
translation was published in the American journal 
Revolutionary Struggle, No. 2, Spring 1979.   

From: http://www.geocities.com/~johngray/toc

   

I

  

Parliamentarism appeared with the domination of the 
bourgeoisie. Political parties appeared with parliament.  
In parliaments the bourgeois epoch found the historical 
arena of its first contentions with the crown and nobility. 
It organised itself politically and gave legislation a form 
corresponding to the needs of capitalism. But capitalism 
is not something homogeneous. The various strata and 
interest groups within the bourgeoisie each developed 
demands with differing natures. In order to bring these 
demands to a successful conclusion, the parties were 
created which sent their representatives and activists to 
the parliaments. Parliament became a forum, a place for 
all the struggles for economic and political power, at first 
for legislative power but then, within the framework of 
the parliamentary system, for governmental power. But 
the parliamentary struggles as struggles between parties, 
are only battles of words. Programmes, journalistic 

http://www.geocities.com/~johngray/toc
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polemics, tracts, meeting reports, resolutions, 
parliamentary debates, decisions -- nothing but words. 
Parliament degenerated into a talking shop ( increasingly 
as time passed ). But from the start parties were only 
mere machines for preparing for elections. It was no 
chance that they were originally called "electoral 
associations".  
The bourgeoisie, parliamentarism, and political parties 
mutually and reciprocally conditioned one another. Each 
is necessary for the others. None is conceivable without 
the others. They mark the political physiognomy of the 
bourgeois system, of the bourgeois-capitalist system.    

II

  

The revolution of 1848 was stillborn. But the democratic 
state, the ideal of the bourgeois era was erected. The 
bourgeoisie, impotent and faint-hearted by nature 
provided no force and displayed no will to realise this 
ideal in the struggle. It knuckled under to the crown and 
the nobility, contenting itself with the right to exploit the 
masses economically and so reducing parliamentarism to 
a parody.  
So resulted the need for the working class to send 
representatives to parliament. These then took the 
democratic demands out of the perfidious hands of the 
bourgeoisie. They carried out energetic propaganda for 
them. They tried to inscribe them in legislation. Social-
Democracy adopted a minimum democratic programme 
to this end : a programme of immediate and practical 
demands adapted to the bourgeois period. Its 
parliamentary activity was dominated by this 
programme. It was also dominated by a concern to gain 
the advantages of a legalised field of manoeuvre both for 
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the working class and for its own political activity, 
through the construction and perfection of a liberal-
bourgeois formal democracy.  
When Wilhelm Liebknecht proposed a refusal to take up 
parliamentary seats, it was a matter of failing to 
recognise the historical situation. If Social-Democracy 
wanted to be effective as a political party, it would have 
to enter parliament. There was no other way to act and to 
develop politically.  
When the syndicalists turned away from parliamentarism 
and preached anti-parliamentarism, this did honour to 
their appreciation of the growing emptiness and 
corruption of parliamentary practice. But in practice, 
they demanded something impossible of Social-
Democracy : that it take a position contrary to the 
historical situation and renounce itself. It could not take 
up this view. As a political party it had to enter 
parliament.    

III

  

The KPD has also become a political party, a party in the 
historical sense, like the German Social Democratic 
Party ( SPD ) and the Independent Social-Democrats 
( USPD ).  
The leaders have the first say. They speak, they promise, 
they seduce, they command. The masses, when they are 
there, find themselves faced with a fait-accompli. They 
have to form up in ranks and march in step. They have to 
believe, to be silent, and pay up. They have to receive 
their orders and carry them out. And they have to vote.  
Their leaders want to enter parliament. They have to 
elect them. Then while the masses abide by silent 
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obedience and devoted passivity, the leaders decide the 
policy in parliament.  
The KPD has become a political party. It also wants to 
enter parliament. It lies when it tells the masses that it 
only wants to enter parliament in order to destroy it. It 
lies when it states that it does not want to carry out any 
positive work in parliament. It will not destroy 
parliament; it doesn't want to and it can't. It will do 
"positive work" in parliament, it is forced to, it wants to. 
This is its life.  
The KPD has become a parliamentary party like any 
other; a party of compromise, opportunism, criticism and 
verbal jousting -- a party that has ceased to be 
revolutionary.    

IV

  

Consider this :  
It entered parliament. It recognised the trade unions. It 
bowed before the democratic constitution. It makes 
peace with the ruling powers. It places itself on the 
terrain of real force relations. It takes part in the work of 
national and capitalist reconstruction.  
How is it different from the USPD ? It criticises instead 
of repudiating. It acts as the opposition instead of 
making the revolution. It bargains instead of acting. It 
chatters away instead of struggling. That is why it had 
ceased to be a revolutionary organisation.  
It has become a Social-Democratic party. Only a few 
nuances distinguish it from the Scheidemanns ( SPD ) 
and the Daumigs( USPD ). This is how it has finished 
up.    
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V

  
The masses have one consolation -- there is an 
opposition. But this opposition has not broken away 
from the counter-revolution. What could it do ? What 
has it done ? It has assembled and united a political 
organisation. Was this necessary ?  
From a revolutionary point of view the most decisive and 
active elements, the most mature elements have to form 
themselves into a phalanx of the revolution. They can 
only do this through a firm and solid foundation. They 
are the elite of the new revolutionary proletariat. By the 
firm character of their organisation they gain in strength 
and their judgment develops a greater profundity. They 
demonstrate themselves as the vanguard of the 
proletariat, as an active will in relation to hesitant and 
confused individuals. At decisive moments they form a 
magnetic centre of all activity. They are a political 
organisation but not a political party, not a party in the 
traditional sense.  
The title of the Communist Workers Party ( KAPD ) is 
the last external vestige -- soon superfluous of a tradition 
that can't be simply wiped away when the living mass 
ideology of yesterday no longer has any relevance. But 
this last vestige will also be removed.  
The organisation of communists in the front line of the 
revolution must not be the usual sort of party, on pain of 
death, on pain of following the course of the KPD.  
The epoch of the foundation of parties is over, because 
the epoch of political parties in general is over. The KPD 
is the last party. Its bankruptcy is the most shameful, its 
end is without dignity or glory. . . .But what comes of the 
opposition ? of the revolution ?    
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VI

  
The revolution is not a party affair. The three social-
democratic parties ( SPD, USPD, KPD ) are so foolish as 
to consider the revolution as their own party affair and to 
proclaim the victory of the revolution as their party goal. 
The revolution is the political and economic affair of the 
totality of the proletarian class. Only the proletariat as a 
class can lead the revolution to victory. Everything else 
is superstition, demagogy and political chicanery. The 
proletariat must be conceived of as a class and its 
activity for the revolutionary struggle unleashed on the 
broadest possible basis and in the most extensive 
framework.  
This is why all proletarians ready for revolutionary 
combat must be got together at the workplace in 
revolutionary factory organisations, regardless of their 
political origins or the basis by which they are recruited. 
Such groups should be united in the framework of the 
General Workers Union ( AAU ).  
The AAU is not indiscriminate, it is not a hotch-potch 
nor a chance amalgam. It is a regroupment for all 
proletarian elements ready for revolutionary activity, 
who declare themselves for class struggle, the council 
system and the dictatorship of the proletariat. It is the 
revolutionary army of the proletariat.  
This General Workers Union is taking root in the 
factories, building itself up in branches of industry from 
the base up -- federally at the base, and through 
revolutionary shop-stewards at the top. It exerts pressure 
from the base up, from the working masses. It is built 
according to their needs; it is the flesh and blood of the 
proletariat; the force that motivates it is the action of the 
masses; its soul is the burning breath of the revolution. It 
is not the creation of some leaders, it is not a subtly 
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altered construction. It is neither a political party with 
parliamentary chatter and paid hacks, nor a trade union. 
It is the revolutionary proletariat.    

VII

  
So what will the KAPD do ?  
It will create revolutionary factory organisations. It will 
propagate the General Workers Union. Factory by 
factory, industry by industry it will organise the 
revolutionary masses. They will be prepared for the 
onslaught, given the power for decisive combat, until the 
last resistance offered by capitalism as it collapses is 
overcome.  
It will inspire the fighting masses with confidence in 
their own strength, the guarantee for victory in that 
confidence will free them ambitious and traitorous 
leaders.  
From this General Workers Union the communist 
movement will emerge, starting in the factories, then 
spreading itself over economic regions and finally over 
the entire country, i.e. a new communist "party" which is 
no longer a party, but which is, for the time communist ! 
The heart and head of the revolution !    

VIII

  

We shall show this process in a concrete way :  
There are 200 men in a factory. Some of them belong to 
the AAU and agitate for it, at first without success. But 
during the first struggle the trade unions naturally give 
in, and the old bonds are broken. Some 100 men have 
gone over to the AAU. Amongst them there are 20 
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communists, the others being from the USPD, 
syndicalists and unorganised. At the beginning the 
USPD inspires most confidence. Its politics dominate the 
tactics of the struggles carried out in the factory. 
However slowly but surely, the politics of the USPD are 
proved false, non-revolutionary. The confidence that the 
workers have in the USPD decreases. The politics of the 
communists are confirmed. The 20 communists become 
50 then 100 and more. Soon the communist group 
politically dominates the whole of the factory, 
determining the tactics of the AAU, at the front of the 
revolutionary struggle. This is so both at the small scale 
and large scale. Communist politics take root from 
factory to factory, from economic region to economic 
region. They are realised, gaining command becoming 
both body and head, the guiding principle.  
It is from such communist groups in the factories, from 
mass sections of communists in the economic regions 
that the new communist movement -- through the 
council system will come into being. As for 
"revolutionising" the trade unions or "restructuring" 
them. How long will that take ? A few years ? A few 
dozen years ? Until 1926 perhaps. Anyway, the aim 
could not be to wipe out the clay giant of the trade 
unions with their 7 million members in order to 
reconstruct them in another form.  
The aim is to seize hold of the commanding levers of 
industry for the process of social production and so to 
decisively carry the day in revolutionary combat, to seize 
hold of the lever that will let the air out of the capitalist 
system in entire industrial regions and branches.  
It is here, in a mature situation, that the resolute action of 
a single organisation can completely surpass a general 
strike in effectiveness. It is here that the David of the 
factory can defeat the Goliath of the union bureaucracy.  
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IX

  
The KPD has ceased to be the incarnation of the 
communist movement in Germany. Despite its noisy 
claims about Marx, Lenin and Radek it only forms the 
latest member of the counter-revolutionary united front. 
Soon it will present itself as the amiable companion of 
the SPD and USPD in the framework of a purely 
"socialist" workers government. Its assurance of being a 
"loyal" opposition to the murderous parties who have 
betrayed the workers is the first step. To renounce the 
revolutionary extermination of the Eberts and the 
Kautskys SPD and USPD ) is already to tacitly ally 
oneself with them.  
Ebert -- Kautsky -- Levi. The final stage of capitalism 
reaches its end, the last political relief of the German 
bourgeoisie -- the end.  
The end also of parties, the politics of the parties, the 
deceit and treachery of the parties.  
It is a new beginning for the communist movement -- the 
communist workers party, the revolutionary factory 
organisations regrouped in the General Workers Union, 
the revolutionary councils, the congress of revolutionary 
councils, the government of the revolutionary councils, 
the communist dictatorship of the councils.      
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